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Of the Difference of the prevailing Vices in the 
Last and PrResENT AGE, = 


In vitium ducit culpe fuga, fi caret arte. Hor. 


SHE have been told by fuch as have taken’ a 
great deal of Pains: in looking into human 

Nature, that there is a kind of Succeffiov? in 
8 Vices ; and that we very feldom fee the fa:ne 
Enormity prevail thro’ more than one Ge- 
N neration. We have had a very ftrong Proof 
f of this in our Country, and in the Memo- 
os ry of ourfelves, and our Fathers. Fhe 
prevailing Vice of the laft Age was Hypocrify ; and'-though 
this was varied according to the Difpofitions, Humours, and 


Circumftances of Men, yet all were tainted with it more or 
y OL. Il. F lefs, 
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lefs:~ Every one affected to appear bettér than he really was, 
ahd pretended toa& upon Motives, that at the Bottom had very 
letle-Tnfluence upon his Conduét. Atthe Beginning thefe Dif. 
ghifes Were fo little underftood, that Men miftook each other, til! 
kas and Obfervations fet them right; and then they came 
Clearly to difcern that high-flown Losey on. one fide, and 
inflexible publick Spirit on the other, were generally fpeaking 
bit “Appearances, put on for certain Purpofles, and laid afide 
occafionally as Intereft directed. But before this was found 
out, the ruling Vice had doneia great deal of Mifchief, and 
each Species ot Hypocrily proved fatal to the publick Quiet in 
its Turay Thote.who pretended te a boundlefs Zeak for 
the CBhurth and the Qrown;--fan intorfuch Excefies, ag were 
nog tosbes reconciled to the-+true Principles of Religion and 
Government. On the other hand, thofe who fet up for Pu- 
rity and Patriotifm, when they came to be poflefied of Power 
fell into as great Miftakes, and fhewed as little Regard fo: 
religious and civilsLiberty, astheir Neighbours. ‘Thus in the 
Space of about half a Century, all AZefs were. effectually 
pulled off ; but the pulling them off éoft the Nation very 
dear, and gave Mankind in general a very juft Deteftation 
of that Vice, by which they had fuffered fo feverely. 
, There wanted not during the whole Reign of ‘this Vice, 
a fuffftient Ofpofition from the Pre/s, to fhew its Deformity. 
For from the Beginning, and while the Prelates and Place- 
men wére in full Poffefion of Authority, the very ill uf 
they made of .it was fet forth in very‘ ftréng ‘Colours; and 
though it muft be allowed, that there-was no great Beauty 
or Elegance in the Writings of Prynne, Burton, and Ba/i- 
wick; yet they were fuited to. the ‘Temper and Learning of 
thofe Fimes, were wrote down to the vulgar Conception, 
and had therefore a very ftrong Influence upon~the Body of 
the People. Perfons in Power likewife gave them Weight, 
by sealing of them ;. the Confequences.of which were not 
forefeen, but ought to be forever remembered, fince the Se- 
verity of their Sentertces not- only provéd fatal to thofe by 
whom they were procured,or pronounced, but to the very 
Court alfo, in which they were given. When the other fort 
of People, arrived at and mifapplied their Superiority, the 
Cafe was very different-; for the beft. Heads and the keeneft 
Pens in the Nation, were employed to point. out the Miftakes 
of thefe Men, which. in themfelves were glaring enough ; 
and this was done {9 effectually, that one may fay without 
overftraining the Truth, the Writings of the Cavaliers 
were more fatal. to the Round-herds than their Arms. After 
the 
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the Reftoration the fame Humor continuing, and the famous 
Poem of Hudibras being received with univerfal Applanfe, 
it gave fuch a Run to that kind of Writing, as in;a Man- 
ner exhaufted the Subject. But the Court-Wits. in, that 
Reign, did not perceive, that an Enemy may be beat into 
fuch Experience of Difcipline, as may be fatal to, the Con- 
qucrors themfelves. “This at laft became really the Cafe ; and 
thofe whom they defpifed as Adverfaries driven out of the 
Field, returned and beat them with their. own Weapons. 
Wit, Raillery, and Humour belong to;no Party exclulively, 
but properly ufed are of infinite Service on either fide;. and 
thefe were managed with fuch Dexterity by AZarvel, Vharton, 
Titus, and other Men of Abilities in that Way of Thinking, 
as foon dete&ted the frefo Cheats that were put upon th¢ 
People, and hindered the return of that Vice in. any new 
Drefs, which in its ld Habit was fo. jufily hated. 

By thefe Steps Hypscri/y was driven entirely out.of Fathion, 
for all Difguifes in their Turns had been {fo expofed, that the 
moft intriguing Man alive could fearce invent a Maik that 
was not prefently difcovered. In this there was certainly. no 
Harm at all, becaufe Common Senfe teaches us, that no Man 
makes ufe of Artifice but to deceive, or puts on another Drefs 
than his own, without aiming at fomewhat that is not ftri@ly 
honeft. Ina fhort Time however, this Notion of excluding 
one Vice, produced another, and Mankind became fo very 
penetrating, that a grave Face was fulpected as a Majk, and 
he who fairly profeffed that he aéted upon Principles how- 
ever juft and moderate, was fufpected for an artful. or ri+ 
diculed for a filly Fellow. This was juft as reafonable, as 
if under Pretence of exploding Ma/querades, a new, Set of 
Reformers fhould undertake to oblige us to .become Ada- 
mites, and under Colour of the Iniquities committed in 
borowed Garbs, think of forcing Folks to go nakeds, The 
great Abfurdity of fuch a Reformation is no more vifible at 
firft View, than the real Abfurdity of fuch a Practice, when 
ftrily confidered. ‘There is a greater Connection. between 
the Dre/s of the Body and Adindthan mott People imagines 
and the Paffions of the one may be fhrewdly guefled at, by, 
the Fafhion of the other. But what then /.fome kind of. 
Garb is neceffary in both Cafes ; and though Affectation gught 
to be avoided, yet there is a Refpect due to Decency,; and 
it. becomes. every Man, as far as it is poffible, to fuit his 
Appearance to his Behaviour, and at the fame time his Be- 
haviour to his Appearance.. There is nothing in this cone 
trary te the Rules of ees Reafon, and confequently 
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therc is nothing that can expofe aMan who a‘ts in this Manner 
to Reproof, or ought to expofe him to Raillery, or to Ridi- 
cule. 

In the prefent Age however, a Spirit prevails of pufhing 
Things too far; and under Colour of an extraordinary Pene- 
tration, and feeing through Mankind, we are often for feeing 
what was never in them. Every Character, every Station of 
Life, has its proper Qualities and Dutics annexed to it. A 
Man is not only bound to preferve the Appearances which his 
Charaéier requires, but to exert the Qualities which be- 
long thereto, and difcharge its Duties. He who does not 
do this, is not what he feems, and deferves to be expofed ; 
but he who does, ought not to be fufpeéted. Falfe Pretenccs 
to Virtue are foolifh and difhoneft ; but it docs not follow 
from thence, that all the Appearances of Virtue arc falfe Pre- 
tences. It is of very high Confequence to the Publick, that 
a Spirit of this kind fhould not only be detected but expelled; 
for as juft Cautions and due Examination prevent Deception, 
fo groundlefs Jealoufies and unjuft Sufpicions deprive us of all 
Marks of Certainty and Truth. Thefe Obfervations are the 
more neceflary, becaufe it is evident that we are running every 
Day into the oppofite Extream ; and becaufe our Anceftors 
fuftered by Men who ft up for Probity and publick Spirit, 
we are for queftioning the Exiftence of fuch Virtues; which is 
as repugnant to common Senfe, as if upon the prevailing of 
Clipping and Corming, the Parliament had endeavoured to de- 
{troy the general Opinion of the intrinfick Value of Gold 
and Silver. There is a Medium in all Things, and the 
Dangers are as great in tranfgreffing one Way, as in deviating 
the other. It is indeed true, that there is fome Difficulty in 
keeping the middleWay ; but it is neverthelefs our Duty, and 
our Intereft to keep it. Our Duty, becaufe the Thing is 
right ; our Intereft, becaufe the Contrary is wrong ; and if 
we will do wrong, we muft fuffer by it. 

A very little Attention will fufficiently fhew us the Truth 
and the asseienss of thefe Remarks. For in the firft Place 
let us confider, that if Hypocrify be a Thing odious in itfelf, 
it becomes fo from the Mixture of Falfehood that is in it. It is 
not the Appearance of Virtue, but the Appearance of it without, 
the Reality that conftitutes this Vice ; and therefore we muft 
have a Care of deriding all Appearances in general, that we may 
not feem to queftion theReality; fince it is clear, thata Man who 
is really virtuous in his Heart, will have the Appearance of it 
in his Behaviour and Aétions. We fhould remember too, that 
the Reverence and Praife of Virtue is fo far its Reward as 
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to be due to it in Point of Juftice, which if we refufe, and 
fhew a Willingnefs, either to doubt or to run it down, the 
Confequence will be, that the Leaves and the Root muft perifh 
together ; and we fhall at laft lofe not only the Appear- 
ance of Virtue, but the Thing itfelf. Laftly, it becomes us 
to reflect, that Jmpudence and Depravity of Manners are Vices 
to the full as odious, and not at all lefs dangerous to private 
Families, or to the Publick, than Aypocri/y itfelf ; and there- 
fore we only make an Exchange of Vices inftead of getting 
rid of any, which we might catily do, if we knew when to 
fet Bounds to our Inveétives, and where to beftow the Tri- 
bute of our Applaufe. I might add to what has been already 
faid, that as in the laft Age there were Men of great In- 
tegrity on both fides who fuffered by the Refentment of the 
Times ; fo there is no Reafon to doubt in our own Days, 
that there are Numbers of great and amiable Characters op- 
preffed, or at leaft obfcured by that foolifh Rage againit 
all who affume ftriét Charaéters, and avow the Defire of 
being thought Men of untainted Probity and difinterefted 
Principles. It is ailowed, that the Publick never ftood 
more in need than now of fuch kind of Men; but furely it 
is an odd Way of inviting them to fhew themfelves that 
we are fallen into, of declaiming paffionately and indifcrimi- 
nately againft State/men and Patriots; as if the former cou'd 
never act but from private Views, or the latter attempt to 
gain the Confidence of the Publick from any other Motive, 
than that of betraying it. There is a Modefty inherent to 
Virtue, that hinders it from wifhing to appear in a fufpicious 
Age, and the fhorteft, the fecureft Method of raifing up adde 
Minifters and true Patriots, is to fhew our Readinefs to do 
them Honour. If we will have fuch, we mutt ftudy to deferve 
them, for deridiing all Pretences to publick Spirit, Experience 
has fhewn, will not /2 much as free us from Pretenders. 


Dialogue between Augutftus II. King of Poland, and 


Catharine Opalinfka, Queen of Poland, and 
Duchefs of Lorrain, in the Elyfian Fields. 


C. OU mutt eafily conceive that your Prefence is high 
ly difagreeable to me; nor can I frame to myfelf any 
Caufe, why after fo many Sufferings as I have gone through 
on Earth, I fhould be‘expofed to new Perfecutions in the Re- 
gion of departed Spirits. 4, 
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A. It is becaufe you have juft put off the Body, that you 
have not proper Conceptions of your Condition here. Depend 
upon it, that we preferve in _Elyfium none of thofe Animo- 
fitics that tormented us abov Befides, a Shade that came 
lately into thefe Parts, acqu: ae -d me that our Families were 
at laft united, that your Grandfon ‘had efpoufed my Grand- 
daughter, and confequently that the Interefts of our Houfes 
were becoine the fame. 

C. 1 know nothing of thofe new Interefts; but I know 
that fince my Hufband has been elefted King of Poland, 
there has been a continual Oppofition betwcen our Families, 
and that you and yours have always triumph’d at the Expence 
of us and ours. By you, we were not only driven from 
the Throne, but from our Country ; and after taking Shelter 
for a while in Germany, we were oblig” d to feek for Safety at 
Strafbourg b> where my Hufband narrowly cfcaped being aflaf- 
finated. By your Son, Staniflaus was again driven out of 
Poland, after having often ran the Rifk of his Life ; though 
your own Party in that Kingdom have fince acknowledged the 
Legality of his Election. Not fatished with all thi is, your 
Race have purfued us into France, where your Son governs all 
at prefent, and as a Proof of it, has entailed the “Succeffion 
upon the Children of his Neice. Judge, if I complain with- 
out Caufe, of Perfecution, who from the Day of my Marriage 
to the Day of my Death, have been expofed to continual 
Mortifications from the-Houfe of Saxony. Not to mention 
the Miferies of my Country ! 

A. The Miferies of your “Country flow from the Madnefs 
of your Countrymen. Boundlefs Corruption, and an enthu- 
fiaftick Paffion for a kind of Liberty, which is the Bafis of 
that Corruption, are at once the Sources of their Miferies, and 
of the Misfortunes of thofe that govern them. This I felt, 
from the Time I firft pretended to the Crown of Poland, and 
in the Difputes between Staniflaus and myfelf he was always 
the Aggreflor ; neither did 1 cfcape my Share of Mortifica- 
tion, witnefs the Letter of Felicitation 1 was forced to write 
him upon his ufurping my Crown. The Situation of my 
Affairs, at that Time, was not ‘much better than that of 
yours, after my Return into Poland ; for-my hereditary Coun- 
tries were exhaufted and deftroyed, in the Pofleffion of which 
I might have been happy, if 1 had never taken it into my 
Head to be a King. 

C. We too might have been happy, if the fame Notion had 
not entered our Heads. I {peak in the plural. Number, as 
knowing that the Ambition of Stani/laus was not at.all fuperior 

to 
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to my own. _ If we had continued fatishied with our Condij- 
tion, we had allin our own Power that was neceflary to haye 
rendered us compleatly happy in a private Station; but the 
Defire of being greater, made us lefs, and we were exiled 
that Country we would have ruled. ' 

A. Kt is certain that I had no other Title to the Crown of 
Poland than what was derived from: my Money, and which 
I fupported by my Saxon Troops. The Luftre of Royalty 
attracted at a Diltance, but I very foon found, that no fort 
of Covering madé’a Head more unealy, than that of a Crown. 
My own Dominions paid for the obtaining it, the original 
Purchafe was dear, and the. incidental Expences beyond all 
Computation ; fo that I ruined a Country, where I might 
have been great, and-where, in fpight of all my Faults, I 
was beloved, for the Sake of another: where I was perpetu- 
ally uneafy, and where my Subjects grew, worfe, in the fame 
Proportion my Circumftances allowed me to become a better 
King. Whatever Staniflaus fuftered from. me, was reveng’d 
on me by the Poles: if I deprived him of a Crown, his 
Party would never let me wear one in Peace. 

C. There is Reafon in what you fay, and I begin to think, 
that J] had not much Caufe to envy your Family, tho’ certain- 
ly I had juft Reafon to deplore the Misfortunes of my own. 
You were continually infulted in the Dyets, and obliged to 
raife thofe te the firit Employments, whom you knew to be 
the leaft in your Intereft, which mutt be highly difagreea- 
ble to a King-- You were conftrained to behave in the Affair 
of Thorne, in a manner dire&ly oppofite to your Inclinations ; 
you were compelled to deprive your favourite Son, of the 
Dukedom of Courland, to which the Poles would never have 
difputed his Title, but becaufe he was your Son; and after 
all, as their Factions made your Life uneafy, fo your Hafte to 
affemble an extraordinary Dyet for pacifying their Troubles, 
brought you to your End,’ fomewhat fooner than Nature 
intended. . 

A. You are very right in your Obfervations on the Mis- 
fortunes attending my Paflage through Life ; but methinks 
you do not judge quite fo reafonably of your own. When Sta- 
wiflaus firft aflumed regal Honours, he had no Title, how 
well foever he deferved to wear them-; and therefore his being 
deprived of them was rather a Punifhment than a Misfor- 
tune. His Conduét in his Adverfity was truely noble, and 
Heaven rewarded his Daughter with the Pofleffion of a greater 
Throne, than that from which he had fallen. He was again 
cleéted in‘ Poland upon my Death ; and though this was fuc- 
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ceeded with many Troubles, yet thefe were foftened by fe- 
veral alleviating Circumftances ; his Title has been generally 
acknowledg’d, and even, as you fay, by his Competitor : 
He loft indeed the Poffeffion of Poland for his Life, but his 
Hefcendants will always poflefs Lorrain. My Son, it is true, 
feem’d to triumph in keeping that Crown your Hufband loft ; 
but if you were mortify’d by this, you liv’d to fee yourfelf 
made ample Amends by an Intftance of the Superiority of your 
Defcendant, an Alliance with whom is efteem’d fo great an 
Honour to our Houfe. The Reafons are ceas’d, Catharine, 
that created our Averfion, and it is Time that fhould ceafe 
likewife ; the Paffions of Mortals fhould ‘not exceed the Li- 
mits of their Being. 

C. I am fatisfted you reafon right, but perhaps fhould not 
have difcern’d this, if I-had liv’d; for I confefs, I left the 
World chagrin’d at what ought to have given me Pleafure. 
I thought our Lot hard, my Daughter a Queen without 
Power, and myfelf a Duchefs without Dominions. But I 
perceive the Miferies and Misfortunes of Princes, are the 
Fruits of their own Ambition and Policy, and that whatever 
Happine/s they enjoy, is the Gift of Providence, befide their 
Hopes, and beyond their Expefaticns. 


Of the true Nature and Ufe of ExPERIENCE, 


T is a very judicious Saying of Lord Bacon, and indeed 

moft of his Sayings are fo, that Proverbs are the Wifdom 
of the Common People ; but at the fame time they are fo, we find 
them very far from being ufelefs, even to the more judicious 
Part of Mankind, as appears by the Collections and Commen- 
taries made upon them -) fome of the moft learned and in- 
telligent Perfons in all Nations; fuch as Erafmus, Gruter, 
and Mr. Ray. I have been led into this RefleCtion by an 
Obfervation | lately met with, in a Letter of a Perfon generally 
efteemed for his Knowledge of Men and Books. * It is, 
*s fays he, a Truth that admits of no Difpute, that Expe- 
“© rience is the Miftrefs of Fools ; but it is moft true in this 
“© refpect, that none but Fools go to this good old Lady’s 
‘© School.”’ At firft Sight I did not clearly comprehend this 
Writer’s Meaning, but upon Reflection, I perceive that his 
Remark is perfe€tly right, and that one of the cleareft Diftinc- 


tions between Wifdom and Folly, is the needing, or not | 


needing the Light of Experience. 
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The Mah of true Zood Senfe is conducted, with'refpe&-to 
his own Actions, by Prudence onlys and. does not- need thé 
Affiftance of Events. to diftinguifti what is Right or Wrong; 
Good or Evil: But a Man of lefs folid Ab ilities follows his 
Humour, his Inclination, or his Paflion, till fome Incoreni- 
éncy convinces him he is in the wrong, and then he tcorredis 
himfelf.. We have an excellent Example of this kind in the 
famus Story of Creefus King of Lydia, who in the dreadful 
Reverfe of his Fortune, fav’d his Life by crying out, Solon } 
Solon! Selon! When he was afk’d the Reafon, he faid, that 
this famous Man being at his Court in the Time of his high- 
eft Profperity, he had afk’d him’ more than once, who “he 
thought the happieft Man, not doubting that he would have 

anfwered, Himfeif; but finding the Sage no Courtier ir this 
refpect, he ‘was fore’ d to fpeak out, and to afk him, why he 
was not ftruck with the Appearance of his Felicity? Upon 
which Solon told him, that there was-no pronouncing any 

Man happy, till he was dead.. This Prudence. taught-the 
Greek Philofopher, and in time, his Misfortunes taught it the 
Lydian Prince ; that is to fay, he was one of the Fools that 
went to School ta Experi tence. 

It has been a Maxim in the Art of War, ever fincea gteat 
Athenian General taid it down as fuch, that in it, there is no 
Room for a fecond Mifiake'; which in other Words:-amounts 
to no mére than this, that a General ought always: :to--have 
a better Tutor: than’ Experience. »A ‘Miltake in other Arts 
may be repair’d.; in War, feldom, if ever. In this Senfe, 
perhaps, as ‘in many others, Life is. ackind of Warfare,’ in 
which, if a Man makes one capital.\Miftake, it -is- fatal to’ 
him, arid he has never after.an Opportunity of recoveritig: it.- 
There may: indeed be many Inftances produced that” fem’ to. 
contradi& this Obfervation, but. whoever will confider:’ thefe 
attentively,’ cannot help feeing that fuch Inftances really con 
firm what has been advanc’d ; for they awaken the Mind 
from a State of Sleepinefs and InaGion, and put it upon ex 
erting it’s natural Powers, which when,once done, that kind 
of Forefight is quickly acquir’d, which prevents our ftanding 
in Need of Experience. 

We may apply this fort of Reafoning to feveral ufeful and 
beneficial P urpofes : In the firft Place it fhould teach us, in- 
ftead of waiting for, and leaning upon Experience, to be 
afham’d of her Affiftance, fince it is our own Faults that we 
ever ftand in need of it; and confequently it is a Refleétion 
upon our Underftandings, whenever we correct ourfelves by 
it. We may be aflur’d of the Matter of Fact from the great 
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Things that fome young Men perform, without any Help 
from it at all. Thus for Inftance, Alcibiades among the 
Athenians, wes at the Head of the State, almoft as early, as 
with us a young Man with tolerable Parts is at the Head of 
Eatay School; and his Vidtories made him terrible to all 
Greece at that Time of Life, when here he might have been 
taking his Degrees. We may fay almoft the fame Thing of 
Lucullus among the Romans; he came an accomplifh’d Ge- 
neral out of his Cls/et, and knew how to command the Ve- 
teran Officers in the Reman Legions in his firff Campaign. 
This evidently fhews not only the Excellency of Prudence 
beyond Experience, but that it is alfo a fhort Cut, and tho’ 
a fuperior kind of Wifdom, is notwithftanding fooner and 
more effectually attain’d. Some indeed may pretend that 
thefe were extraordinary Genii, which I deny, and they can 
never prove. The Stature and the Strength of Men have 
been in all Ages and Climates very near alike, and we have 
Reafon to believe the fame of their Underftandings. 

Jn the next Place, the Lights that we derive from Expe- 
vience are very uncertain. A Man that relies upon her may 
be a long Time before he meets with her, and proceed a great 
Way in the ‘Fourney of Life before he has an Opportunity of 
learning from her whether he is in the right Road or the 
wrong. By this Means he inverts the very Nature of Things, 
and muft. many times derive his good Fortune from untoward 
Accidents, fince without the Affiftance of thefe he can learn 
no Leflons of Confequence from Experience. Add to this, 
thut he may be in great Danger of miftaking thefe Lights 
when he does meet with them ; for the Jnffitutions of Experience, 
like the Refponfes of Oracles, are very often capable of double 
Meanings, that is to fay, one Man takes them in one Senfe, 
and another in another; nay, perhaps every Man is naturally 
liable to take them in different Senfes, according to the Age, 
Temper, and Circumftances he may be in when he receives 
them; and this is the Reafon that fome improve more and 
fome lefs:in this School, fo that one would think the AZi/re/s 
partial, and that fhe did not take the fame Care of all her 
Scholars. 

We may poffibly hear of a very capital Objeéion to all that 
has been faid, which is, that fome have become very great 
Men by her Affiftance folely, and with very little Help either 
from Books or Converfation. The Fact I thall not pretend 
to deny, but then it admits of two Anfwers ; the firft is, that 
this very Method of teaching renders it impoffible for fuch as 
are fo taught to make ‘any great Ufe of their Knowledge, 
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they muft be all their Lives long learning, and be precifely 
ft to come into the World, when Nature calls them out of ft 
The fecond Anfwer is, that we very often miitake for Fx- 
perience, what are the Effects of natural Sagacity, which is 
the moft different Thing from Experience in the World. Jt 
is a kind of innate Prudence, a happy Difpofition of Mind, 
that fcarce ftands in Need of Culture or Education, that : 
for the ordinary Offices. of Life, but with the Affiftance of 
it, is capable dhe prodigious Things ; in fhort, it is 
what we commonly call Parts; and the Reafon that we think 
fuch as are endow’d with them, ftand in need of Experience, 
is becaufe the Quicknefs of their Imaginations run away with 
them, and therefore they want a Curd. 

Take the whole of this Matter together, and the Doctrine 
to be colleéted froin it is this. The Mind of Man is endow d 
with fuch Faculties by his Creator, and thefe open themfelves 
in a Manner fo well proportion’d to the Growth of the 
Body, that with the Help of a proper Education and due At- 
tention, they both acquire their Vigour at the fame Timc; 
juft as the | Po fuppofes that a Man has attain’d Difcretion, 
when he is at Age. But all this depends upon Prudence, and 
a Perfon’s having confidered and compar’d the Nature of 
Caufes and Events, of which a Man may be in a great 
meafure Mafter, without fecing them, as appears by People’s 
forming right Judgments, of what others ought or ought not 
to do, whofe Circumftances differ widely from their own. 
It may perhaps be afked, is Experience, after all, to go for 
nothing, and is a Man never the wifer for the Years he lives 
in the World? I neither affirm the one, nor deny the other ; 
but what I fay is this, that Experience is a very cunning old 
Lady, whofe Advice a wife Man will be always ready to hear, 
but will feldom think it worth his while to a/*. 





Genius, VirTUE, avd Reputation: a@ Fable. 
From Monfieur De ta Motte. Eook V. Fable 6. 


S Genius, Virturz, REPUTATION, 
Three worthy Friends, o’er all the Nation 
Agreed to roam; then pafs the Seas, 
And vifit Jta/y and Greece : 
G 2 B; 
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By Travel to improve their Parts, 
And learn the Languages and Arts ; 
ty 


Not like our modern F ops and Bez US, 


To improve the Pattern of their Cloaths : 


~ . . ° ’ 
Thus Genius faid ;—** Companions dear, 
s¢ To what I fpeak, incline an Ear. 


hance, perhaps, may us divide ; 


oc J rsinft the Worft provide, 
s¢"And ¢ ome Sign, by which to find 
ce us loft, or left behind 
é¢ Por me, if crucl Fate fhould ever 

Me and my dear Companions fever, 


** Go, feck me ’midit the Wal!s of Reza, 
“6 At Angelo’s, or Raphael's Tomb; 
*¢ Or elfe at Virgil’s facred Shrine, 


«¢ Lamenting with the mournful Nine.” 


Next Virtue, paufing ;—(for the knew 
The Places were but very few, 
Where the could fairly hope to ftay 
Till her Companions came that Way ;) 
«© Pafs by, fhe cry’d; the Court, the Ball 
s¢ The Mafqucrade, and Carnival ; 
<¢ Where all in falfe Difguife appear, 
«¢ But Vice, whofe Face is ever bare ; 
«© *Tis ten to one, I am not there. 
*¢ Celia, the lovel’cit Maid on Earth! 
‘© Pye becn her Friend, e’er fince her Birth ; 
‘© Perfection in her Perfon charms, 
«© And Virtue ail her Bofom warms ; 


*¢ A matchlefs Pattern for the Fair ; 


o 
“ 


Her dwelling feck, you'll find me there.” 


Cry’d Reputation; * J, like you, 
Had once a foft Companion too ; 
ec As 
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“< As fair-her Perfon, and her Fame; 

‘© And Crguettifa was her Nate, 

“© Ten Thoufand Lovers fwell’d her Train; 

« Ten Thoufand Lovers figh’d in vain : 

<* Where e’er fhe went, the Danglers came ; 

ss Yet ftill I was her favourite Flame. 

«< ‘Till once,—(’twas at the publick Show, 

«© ‘The Play being done, we rofe to go ;) 

«¢ A Thing, who long had ey’d the Fair, 

«© His Neck ftiff-yok’d in Solitare, 

‘¢ With clean white Gloves, firft made Approach, 
*¢ Then beg’d to lead her to her Coach: 

«¢ She fmil’d, and gave her lilly Hand ; 

‘¢ Away they trip’d it to the Strand : 

«¢ A Hackney-Coach receiv’d the Pair, 

“© They went to --------- but, I won’t tell where. 
<¢ Then loft the Reputation quite ; 

«* Friends, take Example from that Night, 

‘© And never leave me from your Sight, 

‘© For, O'! if cruel Fate intends 

«¢ Ever to part me from my Friends, 

‘¢ Think that I’m dead ; my Death deplore, 

‘* But never hope to fee me more! 

«© In vain you'll fearch the World around ; 

“© Lot Reputation’s never to be found.” 


Th TEMPLE of HONOUR. 


IR’D with the Sun, as in a winding Grove 
I mus’d about, thoughtful, though not in Love; 
Fatigu’d at length with frequent Step, I laid 
My Limbs to Reft upon a checker’d Shade ; 
My fainting Head reclin’d upon my Hand, 
Sleep tough’d my Senfes with his Ebon Wand. 
When 
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When lo, I faw the lab’ring Ground recede, 

And an huge Fabrick rear it’s mighty Head ; 

Within fat awful, all array’d in Light, 

A beauteous Maid, magnificently bright ; 

A Wreath of Laurel round her Head fhe wore, 

And in her Hand a Paratonium bore : 

Her Name was Honour. See, the Brightnefs. breaks, 
Hark, hark, behind the fprightly Trumpet fpeaks ! 
Rouz’d at the Sound, th’ enliven’d World attends, 
Thick, and more thick the black Blockade extends ; 
Fops, Templers, Courtiers, Slaves, Cheats, Patriots, all 
Pretend to hear, and to obey her Call ; 

Poets, and Patrons, vain Pretences make, 

And all boaft various Rifks for Honour’s Sake. 


In thread-bare Coat the greedy Mifer ftands, 
And grafps his Pockets clofe with both his Hands: 
*« Goddefs, for thee (he cries) I barter Eafe, 

«© And give up Friendfhip, Happinefs, and Peace ; 
‘¢ Anxious for thee,. I pine amidft my Wealth, 
‘* I forfeit Heaven, and I impair my Health.” 


His Heir advances next with hafty Stride, 
Equipt in all the Fopperies of Pride ; 
The copious Coin from well-ftretch’d Bags he pours, 
And Fove-like, fcatters round him Golden Show’rs : 
He fees his Predeceffor’s Labour vain, 
And bids Profufion bribe him into Fame. 


The ’Squire well liquor’d, ftaggering onward reels, 
With half his Kennel growling at his Heels ; 
His hardy Side a Pair of Couples grac’d, 
Which dangled from a Belt that girt his Waift : 
His Jocky-Cap of Fox’s Skin was made, 
The bufhy Tail between bis Shoulders laid ; 
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His Coat was Otter ; as he pafs’d the Crowd, 
He crack’d his eager Whip, and halloo’d loud ; 
Rous’d at the well-known Voice, the deep-mouth’d Quire 
Surround like Scylla the wide-gaping Squire. 
Arriv’d, he thus with awkward Scrapes begun : 
s¢ For thee I’ve often rofe before the Sun ; 
«© For thee my Beagles fkim the tainted Grafs ; 
«© For thee I’ve rifk’d the Dangers of the Chafe ; 
«© Me, neither Rock or Mountain ever fcar’d ; 
‘© Hedges for Thee, and five-bart’d Gates P’ve dar’d ; 
«¢ With branching Horns my Hall I’ve planted o’er, 
*¢ And patch’d with many a Nofe my Stable Door ; 
‘s Each Night I ftrive ambitioufly for Fame, 
** While brifk Ocfober {wells in every Vein. 


With fervile Cringe, the Courtier fwims along, 
And fmiles, nods, whifpers, as he parts the Throng : 
Graceful ‘he pulls afide his Coat, to thow 
The ribon’d George, that dangling lurks below : 
With vain Grimace, the Sycophant draws near, 
And fcrews his Face into a modifh Leer : 

Hufh ! he prepares to fpeak, but firlt, well-bred, 
With humble Blandifhment he bows his Head : 

*¢ Goddefs, whom Men unanimous obey, 

«© Who rul’ft each Paffion with directive Sway, 

‘ All-potent Deity, to gain thy Wreaths, 

«< [ ftand, the vileft, meaneft Wretch that breathes ; 
‘ Detefting Juftice, for thy facred Caufe, 

‘ I fpoil’d my Country, and betray’d its Laws. 

He fpoke, and fhamelefs fat ; Hiftorians fay, 

He never utter’d Truth before that Day. 


cal 





The Soldier next mov’d on with haughty Cheft, 


And through oppofing Ranks intrepid prefs’d ; 
Then 
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Then clap’d’ his- Hand upon his Paftket-Hilt, 
«¢ Rivers of Blood, for thee, ‘this Sword has fpilt ; 
«*. Thee have I fought in many a deathfal Plain, 


“ 


¢ And fought for Honour over Heaps of Slain ; 


«© To Right and ‘Wrong my Spirit ne’er look’d down, 


<< Honour my Motive was, thou ledd’fi me on. 


The Duellit with ghaftly Vifage ftood, 
And drew a-Poinard -ftain’d with himan Blood ; 
The hardy Wreteli to‘ Honour’s Crown pretends, 
Remorfelefs, for-he flew the beft of Friends. 


Criticks and Commentators meager ftand, 
And cach -prefents his:Lamber in his Hand: 
Who all for Honour fmart with jealous Rage, 
And fight and fquabbléthrough each muddy Pare, 


The Poets bawling loud demand thcit “Right, 
Weary’d and ftarv’d, who climb Parnaffits’ Height. 


Thefe and a thoufand more, from‘ him whio cheats: 
For Honour, to the Fool; ‘who drinks and eats. 
Pe ee See Oe ee ee de ee 
All rufh precipitate : its boafted claim 
Eacli Vice, each Folly brings to Honour’s Name. 


When lo! thick ‘Mifts and Darknefs found arite; 
And vail the Goddefs from their longing Eycs : 
Thus Clouds and Vapours oft obfcure the Day; 
And fnatch ftom mortal’ Ken his:dazling Ray. 


Each Fool and’ Mad-man gropes with-joylefs-Facc, 


And in the Room of Honour, clafps Di/rrace. 


as 
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A SON G., 
In Imitation of SHAKESPEAR. 


I. 
Low, blow, thou Summer’s Breeze, 
O gently fan the Trees, 
That form yon fragrant Bow’r; 
Where S;ivia, lovelieft Maid ! 
On Nature’s Carpet laid, 
Enjoys the Ev’ning Hour. 


Ik. 
Hence, hence, ye Objeés foul, 
The Beetle, Bat, and Owl, 
The Hag-worm, Neute, and Toad : 
But Fairy Elves unfeen, 
May Gambol o’er the Green, 
And circle her Abode. 


IIT. 


Shed, fhed thy fweeteft Beams, 
In particolour’d Streams, 
Thou Fount of Heat and Light | 
No, no, withdraw thy Ray ; 
Her Eyes effufe a Day, 
As mild, as warm, as bright. 


IV. 


Breathe, breathe thy Incenfe, May ; 
Ye Flow’rs, your Homage pay 
To one more fair and fweet : 
Ye op’ning Rofe-buds, fhade, 
With fragrant Twine, her Head; 
Ye Lillies, kifs her Feet. 
Vou. Il. H V: 
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Flow, flow thou cryftal Rill, 
Wot. tinkling Gurgles fill 

rhe Mazes of the Groves: 
1d. if thy murmuring Stream 
Invite my Love to dream, 
O ! may fhe dream of Love. 


VI. 


Sing, fing, ye feather’d Quires, 
ind melt to foft Defires 
Her too obdurate Breaft : 
i that tender Hour, 
nto her Bow’r, 
nd ceach her—to be bleft. 20 


Tbe Triumepo of INDIFFERENCE. 
Imitated from the Italian of Metaftafio. 


I, 


HANKS, dear Coquet ! indulgent Cheat ! 
Kind Heaven, and your more kind Deccit, 
At length have fet me free: 
No more I figh, and doat, and pine, 
All Eafe without, and Calm within, 
In Peace and Liberty. 


If. 


Cupid no more has Power to fcorch, 
Time fure has robb’d him of his Torch, 
Ne’er was a cooler Creature : 
That Name no more has fuch Eclat, 
No more my Heart goes pit-a-pat, 
At fight of each dear Feature. 


<4 
tee * 


4 
ne # 
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II, 


I fleep at Night, and fometimes dream, 
Nor you the fond vexatious Theme ; 
I wake, not think about you : 
I meet, I leave you, meet again, 
But feel no mighty Joy or Pain, 
Or with you, or without you. 


IV. 


Now with Indifference I chat 

Of Eyes, Lips, Bubbies, and all that, 
And laugh at former Follies : 

Joke with my Rival when we mect, 

What Eye fo keen ! what Lips fo fweet ! 
What Skin fo foft as Molly’s ! 


V. 


Leave then thofe little torturing Arts, 
You pra&tife on comp!ying Hearts ; 
They’re all in vain, believe me. 
Whether thofe Eyes look kind or weep, 
The pouting, or the fmiling Lip, 
Will zcither pleafe, nor grieve me. 


VI. 
From thofe defpotick Looks, no more 
(Once Tyrants of each fickle Hour) 
I date my Grief and Joy : 
May, tho’ you frown, looks fweetly clad ; 
And dull December’s mighty fad, 
Tho’ you ftand {miling by. 


H 2 


Si 
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VIL. 
Yet ftill (for I am quite fincere) 
You’re mighty pretty—true, my Dear, 
But, like your pretty Sex, 
You've here and there, and now and then 
A Failing ; for like other Men, 
I now can fpy Defects. 


VUL 


Yet once with Coward Fondne&S curft,: 
My poor weak Heart, I fear’d, would burft 
At Thought of Separation ; 
But now defpife my feeble Chain, 
And blefs the falutary Pain 
That cur’d me of my Paffion, 


IX. 
Impatient of his ren Cage, 
The Bird thus fpends his littk Rage, 
And ’fcapes with fhatter’d Wings ; 
But foon with new-fiedg’d Pinions .foars, 
And haft’ning to his Native Bow’rs, 
A joyful Welcome fings. 


x. 
Fond Female Vanity will fay, 
Thefe long Harangues they fure betray ] 
A Heart that’s hankering ftili : 
This Paffion fo proclaim’d in Song, SI 
This Tale fo pleafing to the Tongue, A 


Does it not touch the Will ? 
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XI. 
Lovers like Soldiers, AZo/!;, dwell 
With Pleafure on the horrid Tale, 
When all the Danger’s o’er : 
Like other Slaves from Fetters free, 
We finile with anxious Joy, to fee 
The Chains which once we wore. 


XII. 


In kind Indulgence toa Heart, 
Engag’d in fo fevere a Part, 

This {weet Revenge I write : 
Rail, weep, be Woman all, for I 
Lull’d in Indifference, defy 

Your. Fondnefs or your Spite. 


XII. 


A frail falfe Maid I loft, but you 
A Man, fond, generous, and truc ; 
Which ‘Fortune is the worft ? 
Try all Love’s mighty Empire round, 
A faithful Lover’s feldom found, 
A Jilt’s a common Curfe. 


4A Martrimoniat CASE. 


MC Lord and his Lady, fcold, wrangle, and fight ; 
Yet are both of one Mind, and are both in the Right. 

She calls him’ a Fool—he knows he’s not wife : 

He calls her a Whore—and fhe can’t fay he lies. 


LITE- 
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LITERARY MEMOIRS, 


A Difertation on the HErHer of Sir Isaac New- 
Ton, dy Bryan Robinfon, M. D. London, printed 
for Charles Hitch, at the Red Lion fa Pater-nofter- 
Row, 1747. Containing 140 Pages in OFave, ex- 
clufive of a foort Preface, 


S the ancient School Divines gave Sirnames to their 

Doors, which explained at. once their refpective Cha- 
racters, fo in regard to the feveral Syftems of Philofophy, 
that have prevailed in the World, their Value has been 
pointed out by a variety of Epithets; that of Plato was 
ftiled Divine, that of Ariffotle Profcuad, the Philofophy of 
Des Cartes was univerfally allowed to be moff ingenious; but 
it is the Glory of Sir Jfeac Newten alonc, that wav- 
ing all thefe flattering Charaéterifticks, in -refpect to the In- 
ventors and Authors of new Syftems, the common Confent 
of the Learned, after long and mature Deliberation, after 
Examinations the moft ftrict and the moft fevere, have pro- 
nounced of his Philofophy, that zt 7s true. Thus it feems, 
that the Syftem of Sir Jfaac Newton is not a very ingenious 
fine-fpun Contrivance, formed to amufe and captivate the 
human Mind ; nor is it fo dark or profound, as to bewil- 
der the Wit of Man in fuch a Manner, as to owe its reput- 
ed Truth to the Difficulty of proving it falfe, but by com- 
paring it with the Univerfe, it appears clearly to be the Syf- 
them thereof ; and this with lefler or creater Evidence in 
Proportion to the Loofenefs or Strictncis of the Enquiry. 
This is the juft Charadteriftick of the Newtonian Philofophy ; 
and of the Truth of this Obdfervation, the Book before us is 
1 moft convincing Inftance. 

But in order to give the Publick a juft Notion of what they 
‘re to expect in this Performange, which agreeable to the Sen- 
timents and Pra&tice of the great Bayle, we take to be the 
ce ncipal Ute of a Literary Journal, it will be rcequifite to 
zive fome Account of the Subject of this Book, which be- 
iag written for the Ufe of thofe perfectly acquainted with 
the Philofophy of Sir J/aac Newton, cannot otherwife be 

ide ebvious to the Generality of Readers. The Word 
ther is not new. for Sir J/faas Newtcn was no Lover of 

new 
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new Words, but is of Greek Original, and comes from a 
Verb, which fignifies to burn or fom and therefore the 
Senfe ‘n which it is ufed by this adihirable Philofopher, for a 
thin fubtile Matter, or Medium, much finer and rarer than 
Air, is very agrecable to the natural Import of the Term. 
It is alfo to be obferved that other Philofophers have made ufe of 
it, but then it was without diftinguifhing clearly its Nature, 
or delivering themfelves in fuch a manner as might eafily 
make the Thing well underftood. Thus this Term be- 
came embarrafled with a variety of Ideas, and arbitrarily ap- 
plied to many different Things ; fo that feverer Philofophers 
chofe to fet it afide, and to fubftitute other Phrafes, which 
exprefied their Meaning better. As for Inftance, the Carte- 
fians made ufe of the Term Materia Subtilis, or Subtile 
Matter, which they fuppofed not only to pervade, but ac- 
tually to fill up all the Vacuities of Bodies, fo as to make an 
abfolute Plenum in the Univerfe. But Sir J/aac Newton 
overthrew this Opinion, not becaufe it was cftablifhed by 
another Philofopher, but becaufe it was repugnant to Truth ; 
and indeed this was his conftant Rule, his Modefty appear- 
ing in all his Writings to be equal to his ftrong Senfe and 
amazing Penetration. 

He overturned the Notion of a fubtile Matter, fuch as 
the Cartefians acknowledge, by fhewing that the Ceeleftial 
Spaces are void of all fenfible Refiftance ; from whence it 
follows, that the Matter they contain muft be exquifitely 
rare, fince the Refiftance of Bodies is known to be chiefly 
as their Denfity ; fo that if the coeleftial Spaces were thus 
adequately filled with any Medium or Matter how fubtile 
foever, they would refift the Motion of the Plancts and 
Comets as much, nay more, than Quickfilver or Gold. But 
as it is both evident and certair, that Planets and Comets 
pafs through the coeleftial Spaces without any fenfible Refiit- 
ance ; it is clear, that there cannot be in Nature any fuch 
fubtile Matter as Defcartes imegined. It is indeed true, that 
the £ther of Sir J/aac Newton has been ftiled by fome, and 
without any Impropriety, a fubtile Matter; but we muft 
have a Care of confounding it with the fubtile Matter of 
Defcartes; and in order to this, we muft remember that the 
latter was a Suppofition or Invention of its Author, conceiv- 
ed with a View of explaining the Phenomena of Nature, 
with which it has been found not to agree ; but the fubtile, 
or as he himfelf calls it, the Atherial Matter of Sir Ifaac Newe 
ton, was difcovered by Experiment, that is, the Obfervation of 
Nature itfelf. 


Hz 
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He obferves, that if in two large, tall, cylindrical Veffely 
of Glais inverted, two little Thermometers be fufpended fy 
as not to touch the Veffels, and the Air be drawn out of one 
of thefe Veilels, and afterwards both be remov’d out of 4 cold 
Place into a warm one, ‘the Thermometer i vacuo will crow 
warm in the fame Degree, and almoft as foon as the Ther. 
mometer in the Glafs, from which the Air was, not extraéted, 
And when the Veflels are carsicd back into the cold Place, 
the Thermometer in vacuo will grow cold almoft as foon as 
the other Thermometer. Hence it feems, that the Heat of 
the warm Room is convey’d thro’ the Vacuum by the Vi- 
brations of a Medium much more fubtile than the Air, which 
Medium remain’d in the Vacuum after the Air was extracted, 
It feems alfo, that this Medium is that by which Light is re- 
fracied and reflected, and by the Vibrations of which, Heat 
is communicated by Light to Bodies; the Vibrations of this 
Medium in hot Bodies, contributing to the Intenfenefs and 
Duration of their Heat, which they communicate: to cold 
ones that are contiguous, by the Propagation of the Vibra- 
tions thro’ this Medium common to both. It appears alfo 
from hence, that this: Medium is exceedingly more rare and 
fubtle, more elaftick and active than the Air by which it 
pervades all Bodies, and expands itfelf thro’ the Ceeleftial 
Space. 

Hence the Refraction of Light proceeds from the different 
Denfity of this Medium in different Places, the Light reced- 
ing < alw ays from the denfer Part of the Medium. Hence alfo 
it appears highly probable, that this Medium is more denfe 
in free and open Spaces, void of Air and ae Bodies, than 
within the Pores of Water, Glafs, Cryftal, Gems, and other 
Bodies that are compact. For when Light pafles thro’ Glaf 
or Cryftal, and falls very obliquely on the farther Surface 
thereof, it is totally reflected ; now this total Reflection ought 
to proceed rather from the Denfity and Vigour of the Me- 
dium, without and beyond the Glaf, than from the Rarity 
or Weaknefs of it. 

This Medium i in paffing out of Water, Glafs, Cryftal, and 
other compact and denfe Bodics into empty Spzces, feems 0 
grow denfer and denfer by Degrees, by which it refracts the 
Rays of Light not ina Point, but by bending them gradu- 
ally into curve Lines. It feems likewile that this gradual 
Condenfation extends to fome Dittance from the Bodies, 
whereby it occafions the Inflexions of the Rays of Light, 
which pafs by the Edges of denfe Bodies at fome Diltance 
from them. Thefe Particulars confider’d, it fecms that this 
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Medium muft-be_much more rare within the denfe Bodies of 
the Sun, Stars, Planets, and Comets,’ than in the Ceelcftiak 
Spaces between them ; and in pafling from them to greater 
Diftances, it is reafonable to prelume, that it grows eo 
ally denfer and denfer, fo as to-becéme: thercby the Caufe of 
the Gravity of thofe great Bodies to one another, and. of 
their Parts toward tiicir Bodies, every Body prefling from tke 
Denfer towards’ the rarer Parts of the Medium. For if.this 
Medium be rarer within the Sun’s Body, than at the hundredth 
Part of an Inch from it’s Body, and {till rarer there than at 
double that Diftance ; and fo, rarer and rarer than at greater 
Diftances ; there is no Reafon can be affign’d, why the In- 
creafe cf Denfity in this Medium fhould ftop any where, ‘and 
and not rather continue thro’ all Diftances, from the Sun to 
Saturn, and even beyond it. 

It is indeed probable, that this Increafe of Denfity may. be 
very flow at gréat Diitances ; but if the Elaftic Force of this 
Medium be exceeding great, it. may be fufficient to impel 
Bodies from the denfer to the rarer Parts of this Medium, 
with that Power which we call Gravity. “Chat the Elaftic Force 
of this Medium is exceedingly great, may be concluded f-om 
the Swiftnefs of it’s Vibrations.. Sounds move at the Rate of 
Eleven hundred and forty Eng/ifh Feet in a Second; the Mo- 
tion of Light, which has been proved to arife from the 
Vibration or Pulfes of this Medium, is feven hundred thou- 
fand Times fwifter than that of Sound, confequently thofe 
Vibrations mutt {till be more fwift ; whence it’s elaftic Forces 
in Comparifon of the Air, may be computed. 

Such is the Account that Sir J/aae Newton himfelf. gives of 
that fubtile Medium, which he ftiles Arher; and from his-Aic- 
count we receive at once a diftinét Idea of his Notion thereof, 
and of the Exiftence of the Thing itfelf ; that is to fay, we are 
fatisfied that: he reafons and draws Conclufions from Faéts, 
and that he is not laying down an airy Theory depending 
merely upon arbitrary Suppofitions.. He. farther » obferves, 
that as Attraction is itronger in fmall Magnets than in great 
ones, in Proportion to their Bulk ;and Gravity greater in 
the Surfaces of fmall Planets than in- thofe of great.ones, in 
Proportion to their Bulk ; and {mall. Bodies more, agitated 
by electric Attraction than great. ones; fo the: Smailnefs 
of the Rays’of Light may contribute very much to the Power 
of the Agent by which they are refracted. So that if we fup- 
pofe that ther contains fuch Particles as endeavour to recede 
irom: each other, as we fee in our Air ; and’ thefe Particles 
are exceedingly. fmaller, not only. than thole ef Air, but alo 
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than thofe of Light ; this ‘exceeding Smallmefs of fuch Particle 
wmay contribute to the Greatnefs of the Forte by which thofe 
Particles recede one from another, and confequently make 
that Medium exceedingly more rare and more elaftic than out 
Air; whence it will be lefs able to refift the) Motions of Pro. 
jectiles, and be exceedingly more capable of preffing upon 
gros Bodies, by endeavouring to expand itfelf. Hence the 
ets: and Comets,. and al] other grofs Bodies, may mové 
more freely in thisatherial Medium than in any Fluid (fuch a 
Defcartes fuppos’d) fillirig all Space adequately without leav: 
ing any Pores, and which: mutt be thereby denfer than cither 
Quickfilver or Gold. 
| if it appears difficult to conceive how any Fluid can be fo 
extremely rare as this:is held to be; it may be afk’d how an 
Eleétric Body can by Friétion emit an Exhalation fo fubtile, 
arid yet fo. powerful, as by it’s Emiffion to caufe:no fenfible 
Diminution of the Weight of the Eleétric Body,. and to be 
éxpanded thro’ a Sphere, the Diameter of which is above 
two Feet, and yet be able -to agitate and carry up Leaf 
Copper, or Leaf-Gold, .at the Diftance of above a Foot ftom 
the ric Body ; or how the Effluvia of a Magnet can 
be fo fubtile as to pafs thro’ a Plate of Glafs; without Re 
fiftance or Diminution of Force, and turn:a ‘Magnetic Nee 
dle beyond the .Glafs; ‘The Certainty of thefe Things cannot 
be. called:in queftion, becaufe we do not clearly conceive th 
Nature of that Exhalation, or Medium, by: which they art 
produt’d ; and which-differs fo widely from our common Aif, 
tho’ they pafs thro’ and’ are contain’d “im it.» If tight Reafon 
forbid ‘this, and even obliges us to admit, and to allow the 
Mattet :of Fad, tho’ we cannot immediately a¢count for it 
at leaft in a fcientific and fatisfatory Manner 5 then there 
is the fame Caufe why we fhould admit a-‘Medium with fuch 
Qualities, 4s from a juft and regular Deduétion, are afcrib’d by 
Sir: Jfaae Newton to his dither; to fubfift';:and from thence 
endeavour to folve thofe Difficulties, which have been hitherto 
heldjnexplicable by other Philofophers. The doing this, that is, 
the fering this capital Point of Sir J/aac Newton’s Philofophy 
in a-juft-and clear Light, is the Bufinefs of this Differtation. : 
Ely: learned ‘Author ‘has divided this Treatife into feven 
Parts; in the 'Firft of which, he explains’ the Nature of af 
Elaftic Fluid, ‘in three Propofitions, with feveral Corollarits 
deduced from them, founded upon the . Mathematical Princi- 
of Sir Jfaac Newton, by Which he fhews his Reader the 
re of the Elaftic Poree, the Manner in which it operates, 
and ‘how its Strength or Power of acting may: be conceived 
and’ calculated. : ‘ 
Q 
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»/+In the, fecond Part he fthews how this ther caufes, a 
univerfal Attraction and Gravity, in three Propofitions, with 
their Corollaries,; and to’ thefe he adds a Scholium, fhewing 
how the DoGrine .of an Ztber; accounts for. various: other 
Phenomena, that are not explicable by any other Caufe. . 

He thews im the third Place, how Repulfion and Elatticity 
are caufed by.the Hither, in two Propofitions,with their Corol- 
laries ; to which he adjoins two. yery eafy and familiar Ex- 
amples, the one of a Stecl Bow, the other of Billiard Balls, 
which render what,heinfifts upon in that part of his Wark, 
as.clear, and as intelligible as it is poffible. 

Under the:fourth Head,.he fhews how this Zther caufes 
the principal Phenomena of Light, that is, its Emiffion, Re- 
fraction, Reflexion, Inflexion, and Fits of .cafy Tran{miffion 
and eafy Reflexion, in.a\Lemma-andix Propofitions. 

He thews in; the, fifth Place, haw this dither caufes Heat, 
andthe Refraction \of. Bodies by Heat, in two Propolitions 
aid Corollaries deduced ‘from them. 

In the fixthy he informs us how this £ther caufes mufcu- 
lur Motion and Senfation, but refers usfor farther Light upon 
this Subject to shis Trxatife on, Apsmal Occonamy, seducing 
all that he +has to fay on this Head, ynder siep Proaieonss 
and. a ‘few Corollaries deduced ,from, ,the ,firft of them, 

In the feventh and laft Place, he fhews how:this A ther 
caufes:the Cohefion. of the Particles .of Bodies; which is a 
Force different from that which. caufes Gravity. He then 
thews the Force. with. which this Ather caufes Fermentation, 
tobe much fuperior to the Force; by which it caufes avis ; 
as.alfo, that itis, of the fame Nature,with the Force w aby 
iticaufes the Cohefion (of the Pasticles of Bodies. From the 
Principles Jaid down and demonftrated by him in. this Trea- 
tife, he draws the following general Scholium’: 

“‘ Having fhewn how the Aither caules a great part of the 
“ Phenomena of Nature, it may be afked, whence this ge- 
“ neral material Caufe has its great Activity and Power? For 
“ fince its Particles do not touch, and yet repell one another 
“ with great Force, there muft be fome Caufe interceding 
“ the Particles, which give them this repulfive Power. This 
* Caufe.muft be either Matter or Spirit, there being no- 
“ thing it the Univerfe, which we know of, befides thefe 
* two. But this Caufe cannot be Matter: for Matter is in 
* own Nature inert, and has not any Activity in itfelf ; and 


 confequently cannot communicate any Power b = 
ther. 
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’ 6 Ether, And therefore the Caufe, which gives the the 
‘© its Activity and Power,: muft be Spirity 2.0025. | ci 
‘6: Spirit, which’ intercedes the Partieles -6f Ai ther, and 
2© pives them a repulfive: Power, and ‘ordains4ad: executts 
ss the Laws,’ by which #ther and Bodies at mutaally on one 
¢' another, mutt be prefent in all Parts 6f Spaec, ‘where there 
66 js #ther. But there is #ther iti all Patts\ of . Space in 
*¢ which we can difcover Attraction, ° Gravity, Light, 
“any other of the Phenomena which I have thewn -tocbe 
“¢ caufed by an Ather.’ ‘There is an univerfal Attra@ion in 
** all Bodjcs in the Solar Syftem ; Comets gravitate towards 
*©'the Sun ; there is’ Light‘ in‘ all-the fixed ‘Stars ; » and if 
* the ‘fixed Stars be Centers of other Syftems,.as the Sun 
“sig the Center of our’ Syftem, we ‘may’ ¥eafonably °*con- 
s¢ ¢lude, that, aJl the Phenomena I have mentioned willob 
‘© found in ‘the Syftems'of: the fixed Stars, ' as‘ well as ini the 
“6 Sclar' Syftem. And ‘therefore, as'there is every wher 
“¢ # ther, there mult be every where Spirit iniievery Pan 
*¢ of infinite Space: « And the ther being ope’and fame, in 
“¢ all Parts of Space, as we ‘may ‘con¢lude:it: to be. from 
“¢- Light ‘being ‘the fame every’ where 5‘ “the? Spirit, “which 
“gives its Adivity’ and executes its Laws, mraft be one an 
*s the fame Spirit;‘“every where prefent im all Parts. of 


“ ae, bi i 
o this Differtation theré-is added: an Appendix,. in. which 
two Things are containéd ;‘ the Firft is the: Method :of me 
furing the Forces,’ by which: the ther caufes the Cohefion 
of ‘contiguous Particles of Bodies ; and the. Second: diftin 
oy between the Attraétion and Repulfioucaufed by thek 
or¢es, ‘and the Attraction and Repulfion caufed:by the Fore 
of Electricity ; in ‘refpe€t’'to whichy the Author exprefls 
himfelf with ‘great Judgiient and Perfpicuitys....) | ; 
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HISTORICAL MEMOIRS. 


A. general, \comprabenfive and impartial View _ of the 
poprefent Statesof:¥ RANCE, with Re/pe& to its 
Government < Ectleflaftical, Civil, and’ Military, as 


” Gbell as the reigning Maxims of Policy and &yftem of 


Power, which prevails in the King’s Councils at this 
Day. 


E'have in’ the Courfe of the preceding Hiftory made 
it ouf’Bufitiefs to thew the feveral Schemtes ° or 
Syitems of Government, ‘which have’ fubfifted fince the Ac- 
‘effidh of the Houfe of “Bourbon to the Throne of ' France; 
‘an perhaps we~fhall’ run no great’ Hazard’of mifleading 
‘the Reader, _ by- affirming’ that thefe may be reduced to Two, 
"Phat of ‘Henry TV, who was truly the Father ‘of his People, 

did" really fomewhat more ; for he ‘not only ‘meant honeftl 
thwards his own Subjects, but likewife to the reft of Europe. 
In'thort, he ‘had the Happinefs of the People at Heart in 
hit ‘own Dominions, atid -eftablifhing a Balance of Powér 
wroad. His Son and Succeflor Lewis XMM. aimed at mak- 
ing himfelf abfolute at Home'and refpeéted abroad ; - his*Suc- 
teffors have had ‘the’ fame’ Views, ‘only ‘inftead of Refpedt, 
‘théy ‘have been ‘for ‘eftablifhing a general Influence, from 
‘whence all the bad Confequences ‘muft flow, which are com- 

monly dreaded from univerfal Monarchy. ' 
“Out prefent Bufinef$ is to fhew how’ far this has been’ éf- 
feted, and upon what Grounds we 4ffirm «that ‘the Gallick 
Conffitution is’ chariged;’ and’ that the Monarchy is abfolute 
Ut ‘prefent. In the’ firft Place, we’ are to obferve, that* the 
atelt Lawyers and beft Hiftorians of France agree that the 
‘Power of their Kings was anciently reftramed, not only with- 
in'‘narrower Bounds*than at prefent, but*that in reality they 
‘Were’ as ‘much “Jimitéd®&’s any Monarchs could’ be. That 
ii all Governinents,’ fupremie “arid abfolute Power is, and 
muft be lodged ‘fomewhere,” we'find generally agreed ; that 
‘according to the old Conftitution ih France, this did not refide 
in their Princes, but “in the ‘general ‘Affémbly of thé States 
‘of the Kingdom, as in all other Gothic Coniftitutions, is Certain, 
Indeed the very Name of the People fufficiently proves this, fince 
there 
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there cannot be a ftronger Oppofition than between . Francs, 
(that is, Freemen) and Slaves. But as it was found inconve 
nient to hold thefe genetal Affemblies very frequently, fo, 
to hinder the Incroachments of Kings while they were not 
fitting, part of their Powers were transferred to certain Com. 
mittees, which gave Rife to the Parliaments of France, and 
particularly to that of Paris, which was at firft Ambulatory, 
that is, attended the Perfon of the King ;, but in Procefs of 
Time, was fixed to that City for the Conveniency both of 
Prince and People. 

The antient Prerogatives of this Affembly plainly prove, 
that as Reprefentatives of the States, the Sovereignty wa 
really in it, for amongft others they had thefe three.  Firft; 
they judged the Peers and great Men of. the Kingdom, -over 
whom, the King in, this refpeét had no, Power; but in Cafe 
they. were fufpedted. of failing in their Duty :to the Conft 
tution, they were to be tryed by their ase. according .t9 
the known Law of. the ingen. . Secondly, all the gi 
Officers of State took their Oaths.in Parliament ; from whi 
it is manifelt, that they, were bound not to the Perfon, of the 
King, but fwore to him in his aie Capacity, and for the 
general Benefit of the State, ;Thirdly. they, had the Ri 
of cegiftering, vide and promulgating the King’s Edi¢ 
withqut which they ha not the Sanction or Force of Laws 

As thefe Inftances unqueftionably. demonftrate, that ae 


Pee, set G,.. ¥<, WEF 
cording ta dt e.Gallick Conftitution, their Kings were not 
lute:;, fo. there as, nothing more requifite to prove that,, they 


afe-fince become fo, -by, overturning the Conftitution, than to 
aHerce ‘that all thele, Chetks..are,now taken, away. 
Affembly of the. States,js .a) thing .no,longer heard. of 5. and 
as, for Ioslinenaaty, ticy, are but phadows, of what they were, 
or rather worfe, by ywhich L mean, that,they.. are, now be 
come the Inftruments .of that Powen they were inftituted tp 
reftrain, The Liberty, of the Subject, is omarey at, the Mer 
cy, of, the. King; he, imprifens whom. he. pleafes without 
giving.any Account ;-and;,when. ever .be, finds Lia 
£3.48... 


appoints:fuch Judges. for the > Tryal. of e thin 
fit, . The stig yo of Apes a on ae ne Sa 


from him fo that;s w belong, entirely..to the King, 
Who ‘appoints, we ences ge Autho- 
rity ds he, eae. ou he FaHSTINE BE) ictsy ds become a 
mere Matter of Form; the, Parliament of; Paris dots indeed 
fometimes .remonftratey ._butin, the End the King’s Will and 
Pleafure. always prevail) o'oo64 oy lo er ¥ 
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Literary and Hiftirical’Recist#r. 6% 
The whole Goverainent of this great Natign having been 
by the Aéts of Cardinal Richelieu and his. Sutceflors, drawn 
eritirely into the Hands of the Crown ‘ahd it’s Minifters, the 
utmoft Pairs have been taken to reduce it into fuch a Syftémy 
as that this Power may influence the whole, and keepreverp 
Branch thereof | in -ftrict :and .conftant Dependence. | As: fat 
as the Compafs of our Work will allow,: we thall endeavour 
torftiew. how this is done:. We have heard much of the Ga/- 
lican Church and of: it’s Freedom ; but, from the Time of 
the Cardinal before mentioned, this Freedom is become a 
meer Engine of State; by the Help of which the King has 
fometimes made Ufe of the Power of the Clergy, and at 
other Times of that of the Pope, to extend his own. It was 
with a View to thisy that the Proteflants of France were in 
general expelled ;; and that the Remains of them in Frans 
we from Time: to Time perfecuted, when they attempt ih 
ree the publick Exercife of their Religion. , 
"The. rench Kings were refolved to invake themf{elves Su- 
preme in Church as welb as State ; which is the true Reafon 
why they admit of no Diffenters; and they have carried this 
into Execution, notwithftanding the Nominal Authority of 
the Pope; which: is often made ufe of by the King, and can 
never be turned againft him. The Clergy of France ate. 
however, a very great and confiderable Body ; they con 
w-prefent of Eighteen Archbifhops, and one Hundred and 
thirteen Bifhops, all named and appointed by the King; who 
his likewife the Nomination to feven Hundred and feventy 
Abbies, and of- the Superiors of three Hundred and feventeea 
Convents of Nuns. The Reader need not be told what Inu 
fluence this gives the Crown over that Part of it’s Subje@tsy 
which were formerly the leaft.attached to it. The ordinary 
Revenue artifing: from the Tenths of :the:Clergy, amounts 
to14200,000 Livres perAnnum ; befides which, in the General 
Affemblies of the Clergy, free:Gifts, are fo conftantly ex- 
pedted:even in Time iof Peace, that this Additional Revenue 
wcomputed Annually at two Millions ;'but im Time of Wat 
the extraordinary free Gifts render:it much more. 

As to the Civil Government, the King-has a:great Council 
of State, and twelve Parliaments befides other Courts, fuch ag 
Generalities and Intendances, for the Management of his Re« 
venue 5 of the former-there are: Twenty-fixy and of’ the lacter 
more... As for the Political.Government, it.is managed by fe 
veral great Councils, or rather Committees of Council, of which 
There are at prefent four ; which are ftiled the Council of State, 

the 
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the Council of Difpatches, the Royal: Council of Finanées, 
and the Royal Council of Commerée.' «210+: dds 
‘The firft Civil Officer in France: is the Chancellors: ithe 
only Officer that: is:not removeable at the King’s Pledfure; 
thatis. to fay, he cannot be removed without being | brought 
to.a.Tryal; but thé King may, and frequently does ‘take thé 
Seals from him, and.piit them into the Hands of anather 
Perfon, who has the ‘Title of Keeper and the Power of Chan: 
cellor,, who is removeable at the King’s: Pleafure. 2 oi 
There is generally a Perfon at the Head~of the Miniftsy, 
either with or without the Title of Prime Minifter, and with 
more or lefs Authority, asthe King pleafés ; at prefent thisa 
the Cardinal de Tencin. For the Management of Public A ffsiny 
there are four Principal.Secretaries of State, who have cash 
their feparate Departments. Thefe are: at. prefent; the :Goum 
de Maurepas, who has the Marine ; the Count de Puificus; 
who is Secretary for Foreign Affairs; the Count. dé Sai 
Flarentin, who has the Care of Domeftic. Concerns 5) [and 
the Count D’ Argenfon,..who is Secretary at War: cree 
The principal Officer.of the Revenue,:is the Comptrolid» 
General of the Finances, at prefent Ms de. Machault, whi 
has under him a ‘Multitude of. Intendants,. and other Offices 
fubjedt, to the Direction of the Councibof Finances, of which the 
DD. de Bethune is Prefident. Asto the ordimary and:fettled Re 
venue of the Crown of France, if we may believe their ows 
Woiters upon that Subject, it is not at all increafed in itsoreal; 
though it is confiderably augmented ‘im its.mominal’ Value. da 
4683; it was computed at 116,873,476 Livres ; and in 197% 
itamounted to.cno more: than 140,278,473 Livres, whith 
make 5,844,937: Pounds of our Money.. ‘Which fhews:thit 
either the géneral Wealth of France, norithe Income ofthe 
King, are near fo'great as is commonly imagined. it is: indedl 
very true, that intime of War thé King-devies much Jarge 
Sums,;; but it is very ‘plain, |that even thefe muft!: fallfa 
thort of ‘what foie People would perfwade! us they, amount 
to § fince there muft .be always.a -Proportion between alt 
ordinary and extraerdinary —Reyenue -and  confequentlyya 
we ksiow. the. one,.wel may, very:eafily. compute howAfa 
the'aher can_be carried; becaufe:\even under arbitraryGo 
vernments fome>Meafures'muft be preferved, and : fome» Re 
gard had to the: geiteral:Jncome. of the People, which islet 
in: Time of ‘Wai, iat the fame’ ‘Time ‘that the publick Ex 
pence is greater. OQ : : * 
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As the Ecclefiaftical and Civil Governmient’ of France was 
moulded in the Compafs of two Reigns, into fuch a form 
ysmade them whilly fubfervient to the Purpofes of the 
Crown ; fo the Military Eitablilhment, as_it-now {tands, \was 
entirely the Work of. Lewis X1V;. Before. his Time a few 
Companies of Guards, and the four. old Corps, as they jare 
fill: called, were all the ftanding Troops of France ; neither 
were they exaCtly..of ithe fame Nature with the Regiments 
that are now kept up, tho’ this is not aPlace to difcufs the 
Difference.  It.is fuficient.for, us ta abferve, that the Prince 
lat mentioned, .finding every thing.at Home difpofed accord+ 
ing to. his’ good .Pleafure ;when he took the. Adminiftration 
into his own Hands, refolved to lay!hold of that, Opportu- 
nity:to fecure thé: boundlefs Authority of which he. was 

efied in his: own Dominions, and at the fame time to 
make himfelf tertible to his Neighbours. . It »was to this End 
that he eftablifhed firft under the Notion. of Guards, a yery 
confiderable Force, which is, now ftiled the Troops of the 
Houfhold and aftérwards, as Occafion ferved, raifed Regi- 
ment after Regiment both of Horfe and Foot; and kept them 
in conftant Service. 
ult was:by the Help of this Standing Army, that he gained 
fomany and fo great Advantages ovet Spain and the.-reft 
ofyhis Neighbours, and annexed feveral conquered, Provinces 
to his Dominions; which at the fame. time afforded him ‘an 
Opportunity of increafing the Number, of thefe regular Vroops,) 
and of covering his Frontiers on every fide with abundance of 
fitong Fortrefles. By Degrees, other States in Zurcpe found 
themfelves obliged, for..their own Defence, to raife and main-, 
tain regular Troops likewife, which afforded that ambijious 
Prince. a’ Pretence. for augmenting his to as great a Number 
as, was poffible for him to maintain; and his Example in chis,; 
as. well as in.moft other Points,, has\ been exactly followed 
byvhis Succeffor. So that immediately before, the breaking 
out of the prefent War, the ftanding Toop of France con 
fifted of one hundred and twenty thoufand Foot, twenty 
thoufand Horfe and Dragoons, and between eight and ten 
thoufand Invalids ; that is, in the whole, to about one hnudged, 
and, fifty thoufand Men, ¥ 
whe keeping up fo large an Army, and the maintain-. 
ing..fo many Garrifons, is as ferviceable to the King as 
itis burthenfome, and. ruinous to the Kingdom, inafmuch: 
as it keeps fo great’ a Proportion of able and active Perfons 
in a State of abfolute Idjenefs with regard to the Publick, at 
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the fame time that- heavy Taxes are! raiféd upon the induftrions 
part of the Peope.-for their Subfittance: » But it muft ob 
allowed that it finds Employment for the Nobility and Gen 
of'France, more 'efpecially as. it ts: become almoft an-indib 
penfible Cuftom for them -to fpend'theit. Youth, at. ledft the 
firft Part of. it, in the Service ; by which they.are brought 
tnfenfibly into a Dependence upon the Court,:>and have. thielt 
Minds filled with falfe-and ilavifh Notivns of the Glory: of 
their Grand Monarque,- which entirely gets the better of sth 
natural Paffions that ‘ali Men of ‘Birth and Breeding in othé 
Nations have for™ the Service of their County... “Thus thé 
Reader fees, that’ the Church, the Law, ithe Civilo:Em 
ployments, andthe Military, being wholly:at the Difpe 
fal of the Court, the fur greater part of théiadive ‘People:in 
this great Country~ have their Lives and, Fortunes at ithe 
Difpofal of theCrown, -and fpend the. beit Part of their Days 
int the Maintenance of aSyftem calculated to: hold. thei th 
irrecoverable and perpetuahServitude. (2210 4 wa 
The Reader: ‘will ‘waturally exped&,. that we fhould .fg 
fomething. of “the Mariac, which in the. laf: Reign wasoim 
deed extremely formidable, but is very far from. being do 
prefent ; fince it is very certain that at thé ‘beginning, of )the 
pteferit War the whole ‘naval Power of France, ‘did not.cont 
fift of quite forty Ships of War of all Sizesy which though 
it be very fhort of what.it was ac.the Beginning of this 
Céntury, yet is much fuperior to any Foree: the French hid 
of that nature before the Reign of Lewis KIV. As to the 
éfte of Fraime, it was before the War begin » ver# 
coifiderable, thotighcettainly much fhort of what has bees 
Feported of it here. ‘. tia 
The gi eateft Evidence thereof that Phave feen, is deri 
from a Memorial now before me, which contains a Repres 
fentation to the French Court of the Loflés fuftained bythe 
War, which was drawn up in the Beginning of the -prefent 
Yéar, -and- wherein they: are ftated at two’ lrantired Millions 
of their Money, which make above nine Millions three han 
dred thoufand Pourids of ours, If this ‘proves;- as it mot 
certainly does, that the Frade of France was very muchine 
creafed, and even arrived at a furprifing Heights we haveat 
the fathe Time the Confolation of knowing, ‘that it is wow 
nét only much funk arid impaired, but in many of its mob 
important and beneficial Braiches almoft ruined and dettroyedy 
and ‘this by the Confeilion of thofe; whiews they are ene 
ployed: therein, -muft ‘be belt acquaintdd therswith, and who 
lie 
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n'a) Reprefentation .ef ‘this -kind, -darft -not-attempt, to.imr 
pofe upon the Government. We have, likewife the ate 
tion of being informed from the fame authensi¢k Memorial, 
that-in the Judgment.of the mercantile Part, of, that Nation, 
jfit were in the t’ower of the Court to maintain twenty 
Men of War at Bref, fifteen at Gediz,and, on the Coaft 
of Spain, fifteen imvAmerica, and tem at Zoulon, alk the 
Branches of ‘their Trade, might, be. .efftQually protected; 
Whence it is evident that no fuch Force has, been hitherto en4- 
ployed, and thatthe. Merchants are doubtful whether if the 
Court was evet fo well inclined, they could equip and main- 
tain it. ¢rston \ 
In refpect to the Interefts of France, we arc obliged to, com 
fider the Nature. of the Governmént,only,iand the Views 
which the Court prapofes to itfelf, fince thele are very diffe- 
rent from, or to fpeak the. Truth, ditely oppofite to, the 
true Intereft of the: Nation ; for confidering the Soil, Climate, 
and Situation of) theCountry,| and the Number of it’s Ioha- 
bitants, as they have: rio Reafon to feat; fa they:could, have io 
Cafe to difturb their Neighbours ; by whom, if they applidd 
themfelv.cs induftriouly to Manufaétures at'Home, and to 
Foreign Trade, they might be very great Gainers; and.as 
the feveral Provances.of the Kingdom are full of great Towns, 
they might be all rendered Populous and Rich as well.as\the 
Country about them: .A Government therefore that’: con- 
fulted: the Good of the People, and: the: general. Benefit of 
it’s Subjefis, would labour to preferve Peace, and be affiduots 
im ‘cultivating the Arts of Peace, which. perhaps would tend 
a much to incréafe the Power and fix the Security of fiichla 
Government, as the contrary Meafures which are now pur- 
fued, tend to ftrengthen and aggrandize that. abfolute Monar- 
chy, whichiwe have feen ereéted there. on ‘the Ruins. of their 
Conftitution, by the Houle of Bourbon, 1 ont 
But as a Scheme entirely oppofite to this has been there cag- 
ried on for at leafta Century paft, ‘with great Steddinefs)and 
unufual Succefs; we bave:no Reafon; to expect, tho’ Circum- 
flances may induce them to diflemble, tha. the French Court 
will ever one their Meafures ; and..therefore looking upan 
Things in a Political Light, we muft confider them ion 
Without having any Refpect to the Intereft “of the People. 
The Grandeur of the Crown, which with. fome Improprietty 
is in that Country itiléd the Glory of France, appears i be 
the ultimate Aim. of the Policy of thefe Minifters, u 
which they have fixed their own Attentian fo long, iand thive 
K 2 magnifies 
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magnified it fo much, that it feems at length to occupy folely 
the Cares and Attention of the Nation. + 3 
«~To fpeak impartially, it is upon keeping up this Spirit that the 
Peace and Safety: of the Goverment, as it is now adminiftered, 
depends ; andit is impoffible. for the French Court to drip 
her Influence Abroad; without manifeftly hazarding her Quiiét 
at Home; fo that to ‘expect that. a: French Monarch: fliould 
adhere ftriCily ‘to Treaties, and relinquith all ‘Views upon:his 
‘Neighbours, is to expect a Golden-Age; a Thing thatcmay 
be with’d even by the Wife, but which. Fools themfelves can 
never expeét; to fue.” There is no fortvof\Doubt therefore, 
that fo long as France enjoys her prefent Power, and. is ima 
Capacity of preferving of it, the will» confider herfelf as the 
‘Head of the Houfe of Bourbon, and ‘as'the firft Potentate af 
the Chriftian World, to which high! Titles the will: nat.fail 
to add as many real -Prerogatives as is inher/Power: In onder 
t0 this, fhe will ftudy-to continue Spain and the other Princes 
-of her Houfe in a clofe Dependence upon herfelf, by occaficnal 
dy gratifying them in their Views ; andias-it'is not eafy:tode 
‘how they can expeé this any other Way,’ there feems to be 
‘too much Probability that, for our Time at: leaft, the will 
fuceced in it. » »- so 
It is alfo' probable ‘that the will perfift in moft of her other 
‘Schemes; fuch as ‘keeping up a clofe Correfpondence with 
-the Turks, that fhe may have it in her Power to awe tle 
‘Houfe of Avfria and the Ruffian Empire ; that with the-like 
View fhe will neglest nothing that. may contribute to com 
tinue, and even to encreafe the Jealoufies that have fo » 
fubfifted and which Rill fubfift in Germany ; her Intrigues in 
the Northern Courts, and her Correfpondencies in /taly, whet 
fo long as fhe can preferve her Superiority, the will not failto 
have! the Court of Rome attached to her Caufe...In_ refpedctio 
the reft of Eurcpe, the Houfe of Aufiria will always 1emain 
the Object of ‘her Hate, the Maritime Powers of her Envy, 
_and: Prufia of her Jealoufy. Whatever Profeflions under 
-certain Circumftances,! and to ferve ‘her own Purpofes, dhe 
may make to the coutrary ; and upon which therefore thok 
to. whom they are made, can never depend: but to their own 
Prejudice. 
‘She may alfo, andit is highly probable the will, diflemble 
her ‘real Views in: Times of Peace in favour of her Trade, 
which there is no Queition fhe will encourage and promote 
ali that lies in her Power, that it may in fome Meafure fe- 
pair the Lofles occafioned by her Wars ; but there is no Room 
v ' to 
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to fuppofe that fhe will remain quiet for many Years toge- 
ther, becaufe this muft many Ways indanger a Government 
like hers, by creating Faétions in the Court, relaxing the Dif- 
cipline of ie Armies, and giving Time to her Neighbours 
to put themfelves into a State of Security and Defence againft 
her Power. 

This is not a Picture drawn at Pleafure, or by the Hand 
of Prejudice, of the French Government, to render’ it odiotig 
and fufpected, but from the Life and with ftri&t Regard to 
Truth. The Reader has had theEvidence produced to him,which 
is {ufficient to prove this, and it was with that View that -we 
took fo much Pains to produce it. Without feeing the Hift 
tory of France fince the Acceffion. of the prefent reignin 
Family, and confidering duly and impartially the prinehad 
Points therein, it would have been impoffible to have fet the 
Policy of the French Court in a-true Point of Light ; or if 
it had been poffible, it could fcarce have been expeéted’ that 
the Public fhould have. given Credit to it; but as the Cafe 
now ftands, we may flatter ourfelves that there are good 
Grounds to hope that the Juftice and Impartiality of this‘ Ac 
count will be confpicuous to every ingenious Reader, fo ‘as 
to convince him that this is a fair and equal Reprefentation, 
given with no.other End. than to enable him to -form-a 
true Profpect,.of }future Events, and of the Conduct of this 
Power in fueceeding Times. sorts a 

Before we quit this Article, it will: be proper to’ oliferve, 
that notwithftanding the Truth. of what has been faid, "yet 
there are no juft. Grodnds to defpair of preferving the Balance 
of Power, tho? Hrance and the reft of .the Houfe of: Bourbon 
fhould purfue with the utmoft Vigour.their ambitious Schemes 
and this we fhall ikewife make appear,: by: a few plain and fiat 
tural Inferences and Deductions from the Hiftory and Remarks 
that have been already made. It .is'very evident from thefe, 
that the French Power.was at its greateft Height in the’ Time 
Lewis XIV. mad¢ the Peace of Nimeguen, or a very little 
after. The two fucceeding Wars, exhaufted that Nation: pré- 
digioufly, more efpecially the laft, which:brought her fo low} 
that notwithitanding the long Peace,: and: the; many «Advah- 
tages fhe. has fince enjoy’d, it is ‘very certain fhe is far from 
having recovered it, fince her Revenué at this Day, ‘tho? it 
makes a greater Number of Livres, falls. fhort in Value“of 
what it amounted to in 1683.. 71 03 

She has been likewife very mich exhaufted by the ‘pref 
War, in which fhe has been defeated in moft of her Views, . 

is 
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is not fure of keeping the Acquifitions fhe ‘has made, and hay 
difeover'd fome Signs of Weaknefs beyond ‘what  appearld 
—> the laft general War, We know that whatever ‘heb 
ffities may be, it’ is impoffible far. her’ .to: bring -ubove 
250,000 Men into.the Field ; perhaps.ivis. impoffibic: for het 
to do even that, and fuch an Army fhe cannot long: maintaid 
ox fecruit, if the could maintain it. Bie fuppife this to be 
pofible, this Force would not be fufficient t -defend ‘hén 
gvop againtt the prefent Confederacy, if' the'had not a De 
pendence upon Pruffia. (isbssli od J T 
‘Experience has fhéwn us, that without ‘this Refource, the 
could,not. maintain an Army in the Low-Countries, -and 
keep @ Farce fufficient to defend her Frontiers on the dide of 
de We remember when the Huery with which : Lewis 
¥~ march’d ta cover that part of his Dominions, had like 
to. haye Coit him his Life, and very doubtful: itis, whether 
he would have been able to have proteSted them‘at lait, ifs 
Diverfion had not:been miadein Bohemia, which: obliged the 
Aufriens to repafs:the Rbine; and the manner ia whith. the 
Kvench beheld that: Retreat, fully fhew’d how highly fatished 
they were at the Sight. hoo j 
But fuppofe, as the Thing is very prafitable, fuch an Iw 
vafipn\were attempted at che fame Times with" an’ Irruptiag 
on; the Side of Provence, and a Defcent'from Lugidnd on 
Bretagne, or any other Part of their Coalts;*where »woull 
Troop then: be found to refift.all thefe Enemies ? Yee. there 
$5 Reafon to belicue, that France makes 4 much better Figuit 
ay-sheprefent War, than the will be able to'do ‘in another, 
walefe the is fo lucky a8 to fucceed as happily in her Intrigues 
at the Beginning of it, as the did in thofe the employed @ 
the Commencement of this, which, all Things confider’d, i 


Bh + ener orld sriui bi: 
_o) Belides, in the courfe of the prefent Qearec, many Inc 
dents have happened ‘that cannot fail of affeéting ftrongly th 
) «tla capes of Buropé for the future, no Way to the 

vantage of the Caufs of France. As for Inftance, th 
furpriging and unexpoéted Efforts made by the People df 
Huegery ia Suppart!of their Sovereign, which, as 1 thew! 
in another Place, has introduced a. new Power into Eurapt 
and brought fuch an Acceffion of Strength to the Houfe d 
Aufiria | 23 faved. her i.now,. and muft contribute not a. littl 
to render her refpected hereafter. The Devaftation of Ga 


many-inmiodiately after’ the War began, and more ofpecl 
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ef the Bavarian.and Palatine Dominions; muft. alfo have very 

Bffetts.in deterring thofe Princes from placing! any 
dence in the Omnipotence. of the Grand ; Monargné, 
and fuppofing the,Succels of a War mutt be detetibined oa 
the bare Appeatance of his Forces. eet | 

The Misfortunes that have befallen the Duke of Dedéne 
and the Genoe/e, are alfo very difcouraging Circumtances, 
whatever the Iffue of Things may be, or whatever Fortune 
may attend thofe Powers, 1 mean with refpect to the Re- 
ftitution of their Dominions. We may therefore reafona- 
bly perfuade ‘ourfelves, that in fucceeding Times another 
Spirit will prevail; Princes and States will at laft perceive, 
that by repeated Efforts, France has weakened her Force, 
tho’ fhe preferves her Ambition entire; is as vigorous as ever 
in her Vigws,. the’ fhe wants Abilities to acc.mplifh them. 
All this “fttay be the rather expected, betaufe the*Suggefti- 
ons of France are commonly againft the Interefts of the 
Princes fhe tempts; and the Motiyes muftconfequently be very 
frong, the Perfuafion of Succefs ftill ftronger, to warp fuch 
Princes or States from their Interefts, which they may pur- 
fue without Danger or Trouble. But after the Defeat of 
the Scheme laid at the Commencement of this War, what 
Infinuations can move, what Arguments appear conclu- 
five ? 

But this is not all; if fuch a Check be once given to France, 
anew Spirit may arife, and thofe who have no Hopes of benefit- 
ing themfelves Py her Affiftance, may incline to reap Ad- 
ky at her Expence. All Europe knows how indifferent 
a Title fhe has to moft of her Acquifitions, and with what 
Appearance of Juftice her Poffeffions might be queftioned ; 

who knows what fuch a Spirit may produce? It would 
bea very eafy Matter to fuggelt vatious othef Reafons to 
the fame Purpofe, but I forbear at prefent, as shaving faid 
enough to “thew my Opinion, that the Houfe of Bourzon 
will not, indeed, cannot relingaifh-her \prefent Syftem, which 
muft always retder-her terrible to. ker Neighbours; but 
that cn the other Hand, there ‘wants mot a Force fufficient to 
render all her Intrigues abortwe, and to defeat her En- 

— though fupported by her utmoft Force. 
ime will fhew how well thefe Conjectures are founded, 
and how little Reafon there is to defpair of the Common 
Cause ; notwithftanding that we have no Room to doubt this 
ambitious Power, and her Dependants, for fo in Reafon we 
ought 
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ought to ftile thofe whom fhe calls her Allies, will perk 
in their unjuft and over-bearing Defigns; and make frefh 
Attempts to carry them into Execution. There are Timé 
for all Things ; Fraud and Oppre/fion have already had the 
Turns, and a Seafon may, nay and certainly will comé 
when “fu/tice and Re/titution fhall take Place. 


The EN D of NumsBer XXVIII. 











